
Healthcare Workforce 

Doctors Nurses Allied Health Professions (AHPs) 

Generally no  

healthcare background 

Physician Associates (PAs) 

Physician Associate PA degree 

Initial Level Practice 

Enhanced Level Practice 

• Professional regulation 

• Experience 

• On-going learning and development 
4 Pillars of ACP 

ADVANCED CLINICAL PRACTICE 

 

Role   Level 

Advanced Clinical Practitioner (ACP)  Various job titles 

Consultant Level Practice 

The 4 Pillars of ACP and Potential 

Career Pathways 

Clinical 
Practice 

Research 
and 

Innovation 

Leadership Education 

Healthcare Organisation 

Managers 

Professorship 

Programme Director 

Clinical 

Academic 

Careers 

Maintain regulation (compulsory) 

Accreditation (optional) 

Royal Colleges, e.g. 

• Royal College of Nursing (RCN) 

• Royal College of Emergency 

Medicine (RCEM) 

• Faculty of Intensive Care Medicine 

(FICM) 

• Royal College of Surgeons of 

England (RCS) 

• Royal College of Physicians (RCP) 

• Royal College of General 

Practitioners (RCGP) 

• Royal Pharmaceutical Society  

Routes Into and Through Advanced Clinical Practice 

Personal portfolio (compulsory) 

HEE Centre of Advancing Practice  National 

Directory of ACPs, e.g. accredited programme, 

HEE supported portfolio 

Health Education England 

(HEE) ACP Framework 2017 

HEE resources for curriculum and competencies are available on the HEE website, e.g. 

 

 

 

1. Acute Medicine 

2. Older Person 

3. Learning Disabilities and Autism 

4. Surgery 

5. Mental Health 

Multi-professional framework for  

advanced clinical practice in 

England 

Pharmacists  Health Care Scientists  

https://www.hee.nhs.uk/
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/sites/default/files/documents/multi-professionalframeworkforadvancedclinicalpracticeinengland.pdf
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